
April 2016 Grace Life Community Church 

Children’s Ministry 

 

CONNECTING KIDS WITH CHRIST THROUGH 

DISCIPLESHIP AND FELLOWSHIP, WHILE 
TEACHING THEM TO BECOME  

DEVOTED FOLLOWERS OF GOD WHO REACH 
OTHERS THROUGH SERVING HIM 

Upcoming Events  

April 

 3 ~ Buddy Ministry Team Lunch 

 3 ~ IGNITE resumes  

 4 ~ 7pm - VBS Station Leaders Meeting, 

room 135 

 17 ~ Congregation receives VBS 

invitations  

 28 ~ 10am - VBS  Admin Leaders 

Meeting, room 179 

 22 - 25 ~ Compassion Int’l “The 

Compassion Experience” 

 24 ~ Compassion Sunday (no 11:30 CM 

activities) 

May 
 1 ~ VBS Registration OPENS for GLCC 

and invitees  

 1 ~ VBS Supply Donations Begin 

 8 ~ VBS Registration OPENS to 

Community 

 8 ~ No IGNITE -Mother’s Day 

 22 ~ Last night of IGNITE until fall 

June  
 10 ~10am -VBS  Admin Leaders 

Meeting, MRP 

 12 ~ VBS Volunteer Training 

 22 ~ VBS Volunteer Training 

 25 ~ VBS Church Wide Decoration Day 

 27 ~ VBS Cave Quest Week! 

 

A Peek Into 

Junior 

Church 
By Natalie Brandon, Grades 2-5 Jr Church Team 

Talking, laughing, listening, playing, singing, dancing – 
these are some of the amazing things that take place  
during Jr Church each week.  As the children and adult 
volunteers transition from the Sunday school classes to Jr 
Church, there are many things happening.  Since I started 
volunteering last fall, I have found that the children are  
excellent helpers during this transition time.  Tables and 
chairs are being rearranged.  Trash is being collected.  
The lead teacher for Jr Church is setting up for the 
lesson, occasionally seeking assistance from some 
children.  And other adults on the team are catching up 
with the kids. 
  As the lead teacher begins, the kids are engaged 
and ready to hear the Bible lesson for the day. The lesson 
may include a skit, music, video, group activity, or 
reading.  You never know what the teacher may have 
planned for the day – which keeps the kids eager with 
anticipation each Sunday morning!  There is also a review 
of the monthly theme, big ideas, and Bible verse. 
 Aside from the lesson, the grade specific small 
groups have a chance to share prayer requests and  
praises with their leader. As I have developed 
relationships with the third and fourth grade students over 
the past several months, I thoroughly enjoy the prayer 
time.  I love to hear what is on the hearts of these children 
– from sickness, to injuries, to needs of neighbors and 
friends, to people at GLCC and even strangers.  There is 
usually a child asking to lead the prayer before we finish 
sharing the requests and praises!  Their joy and 
eagerness to talk to our Lord brightens my day! 
 At some point during Jr Church, a child walks 
around to collect the offering from each table group.  
What is so cool about this offering time is that the money 
supports two Compassion International children in 
Ethiopia.  Each month the kids know they need to collect 
$76 to support both of these Ethiopian children.  Each 
week the offering is counted and added to previous 
weeks from the same month, so they can keep track of 
the progress towards the total needed.  Seeing the love 
these kids have for two children in another part of the 
world is refreshing.  So often, we get bogged down in our 
hectic lives here in northern Virginia that we forget what 
life is like for people, specifically children, around the 
world. 
 Last fall, I made the decision to begin helping in Jr 
Church.  While I am a former elementary teacher, I wasn't 
exactly sure what I was getting myself into.  However, 
seeing these kids every week with their smiles (while 
giving me big hugs), praying, singing, talking, laughing, 
and sharing with each other is a fantastic way to start a 
new week! 



Interim Children’s Ministries Director 
Donna Lambert 

Lynn Lewis 
Nursery 

Suzi Norling 
Preschool 

Patty Easley 
Judy Dickerson 

Buddy Ministry-Exceptional Kids 
Lindsay Mack 

Angela Schwarz 
Preschool Junior Church 

Racquel Burton 
Little Junior Church (K-1st) 

Diana Rich 
Junior Church (2nd-5th) 

Jon Hall 
Sunday School (Elementary) 

OPEN 
IGNITE Sunday Evening Kids 

Kate Voetberg 
Welcome Station 
Alexandra Briggs  

What you do Matters - Thank you for helping Kids love Jesus! 

We are connecting kids to Christ here at GLCC in 9 Ministries! Do you know that the greatest IMPACT you can make in 
serving, is with children? Our Teams need you to be engaged in our children’s lives in all services. It takes a calling and 
commitment to change the world, one child at a time. Join us in making a HUGE difference in a child ’s life, by being part of 
our Nursery, Preschool and Elementary Sunday School, Junior Church Classes- (Preschool, K-1st, 2nd-5th grade), Buddy 
Ministry, IGNITE or Welcome Station Greeters teams.   For more information contact Donna or Lynn at 
Childrensministry@gracelifecc.org. 
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April 2016 Grace Life Community Church 

Children’s Ministry 

What’s Been Happening?  
Updates from the world of Children’s Ministry  

 New Volunteers - God has brought CM 35 brand-new 

volunteers, serving in a wide variety of roles. 

 Training volunteers - Training & Team-Building luncheons 

have been held for Pre-School Jr. Church, Jr. Church, the 

Kiosk/Check-In Team, and the Nursery Team has refreshed 

their training. Future training  & team building is in the works. 

Also, keep your eyes open for important information about 

our collaboration with the Campus Safety Team.  Our best 

for God! 

 Neighbor2Neighbor Easter 

Egg Hunts -We had several 

families participate in this 

year’s N2N Easter Egg hunts 

in various neighborhoods 

around our community, 

reaching out to children and 

families for Christ. Easter 

candy was also collected and 

donated to The Church of the 

Father’s Heart in Manassas for their children’s Easter event. 

 Care Packages for Jamaica Missions Trip -2nd and 3rd 

graders from IGNITE put together care packages for kids in 

Jamaica which will be delivered by the Jamaican Mission team 

when they travel out on April 9th. Please keep this team in 

your prayers as they minister to the families and children 

there. 

Did You Know? 
 

Did you know that Children’s Ministry, specifically our Jr Church, 
sponsors 2 Compassion International children from Ethiopia?  
Their names are Selamawit and Belay.  As you may have heard 
in the news, Ethiopia is experiencing a severe drought, which 
has caused a widespread food crisis and has left millions of 
people at risk for malnutrition. 
 
For many families Compassion serves, parents must ration the 
small amount of food they have and are only able to provide 
one meal a day to their children. I cannot imagine the 
heartbreak and stress this must cause for moms and dads who 
are doing everything in their power to provide for their children.  
 
Each Sunday, a collection is taken to support Selamawit and 
Belay.  It costs $76/month to sponsor both children, yet most 
months, we do not collect enough money to cover our 
sponsorship.   However, in March over $90 was collected from 
Jr Church students!  Thank you for caring for Selamawit and 
Belay and please pray for them and our support for them. 

 Compassion International  

“The Compassion Experience” 
Comes to GLCC! 

April 22nd through April 25th  

What is The Compassion Experience? 

This free and family friendly event features an interactive journey 
through the true stories of children living in developing countries 
like the Philippines, Kenya, Uganda, the Dominican Republic, and 
Ethiopia, where our two sponsored Compassion Children call 
home. 

In over 2,000 square feet of interactive exhibit space, visitors will 
step inside homes, markets and schools — without getting on a 
plane. Each child's story starts in poverty but ends in hope.  Join 
us as we experience other cultures, the realities of global 
poverty, and how you can change the life of  a child living half a 
world away. 

For more information and to reserve your spot, go to: 
compassionexperience.com 

 
Come join us after the service on Sunday, April 24th to 
experience church like you’ve never experienced it before as our 
classrooms and hallways are transformed into sights, sounds, 
music, tastes, & hands-on learning… It will be a memorable 
journey for the entire family. GLCC will have exclusive entry into 
the Compassion Experience between 11-1.  There will be no 
Children’s Ministry activities or Connect Groups after the service 
so everyone can participate.  Don’t miss it!  

 

http://www.compassionexperience.com/

